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What are the major challenges?

Decreasing resource base:
1. Overexploited fish stocks
2. IUU fishing
3. Overcapacity in fishing fleets
4. Degraded environment and ecosystems
5. Post harvest losses
6. Climate Changes
7. Natural disasters
8. Safety at sea

Increasing demand:

1. Population increase

2. Economic development

3. Increased consumption



A Safety Culture ?

There is great scope to improve the safety record of the 
industry. Ultimately the most effective and long lasting change 
will only occur when the industry itself embraces the need for 

a safety culture that has eluded it for so long.”

Rear Admiral John Lang, Chief Inspector of Marine Accidents in the UK 
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Why do we need a mandatory instrument ?

 40 MILLION PEOPLE ENGAGED IN CAPTURE FISHERIES

 75%  ARE IN ASIA

 4.6 MILLION VESSELS IN THE WORLD

 44600 VESSLS ≥ 24M LENGTH

 1.4 MILLION SEAFARERS PROTECTION = SOLAS

 NO INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENT REGARDING SAFETY OF FISHING 
VESSELS

 1.3 MILLION FISHERS WORK ON FISHING VESSELS ≥24m L

 IT IS ESTIMATED THAT 24,000 DIE EVERY YEAR

 Commercial fishing is one of the most dangerous professions in the world.

 Fishers regularly operate dangerous equipment and often work extremely long hours 
in hazardous conditions without adequate rest. Injury rates are high, risk 
assessments are rare, and medical care is often inaccessible.

 CLEARLY SOMETHING HAD TO BE DONE



Is a merchant seafarer’s life more important 
than a fisher’s?

Topic Merchant Seafarers Fishers

Estimated number of fatalities per year

‘Fatality and missing person 

figures reported to HIS Markit from 

1995 to 2017’

292 24,000+

Instrument In force? Instrument In force?

Safety of crew and observers SOLAS, 1974  CTA, 2012 -

Training STCW, 1978  STCW-F, 1995 

Stability LL, 1966  CTA, 2012 -

Collisions COLREGs, 1972  COLREGs 1972 

Labour Standards MLC, 2006  C188, 2007 

Environmental Protection MARPOL, 1973/78  PSMA, 2009 and MARPOL

1973/1978





How do we address this issue

 States can act to improve safety by becoming 
parties to the Cape Town Agreement. 

 In Cape Town, South Africa, in 2012, States reached agreement under the 
auspices of the IMO to improve the safety and working conditions of 
commercial fishers and observers. The Agreement details standards for 
design, construction, and equipment—including safety protections—of 
fishing vessels 24 meters or more in length. The Cape Town Agreement also 
outlines regulations for crew and observer protections and calls for 
harmonized inspections—those that consider fisheries, labour, and safety 
issues. 

 The Agreement could also serve as a vehicle to mandate IMO numbers and 
automatic identification systems on fishing vessels, enabling States to 
accurately identify and track vessels, ultimately improving transparency and 
crew safety. 



Article 4: Entry Into Force

 22 States with 3600 vessels operating on the High 
Seas

 Currently

 11 States with 1431 vessels

 After this Conference?

 22 States with 3600 vessels 



If we have in place a mandatory 
instrument



Advantages of entry into force

 Reduction of accidents

 Updated safety legislation

 Ease of transferring vessels between States

 Level playing fields

 Control and Surveillance

 Improved safety culture

 Commercial advantages

 Port  State Control Inspections

 Protection of crew on foreign flagged vessels



We are all in the same boat!


